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Erdbeschreibung, 6. Auft."), gives, for the year 1778, 36,000 Christians and 6600 Jews.
8.    The nobility, the doctors, aristocratic merchants, and capitalists occupied the first two benches in the council (28 seats), nine privileged guilds  the third bench (14).    Cf. A. A. v. Lersner, Der weitberUhmten freien Reichs-, Wahl- tind Handelsstadt Chronika i., 257.
9.    I have mentioned only Leipsic as a university at which Goethe's father studied, although there is documentary evidence that he was first matriculated as a student at the University of Giessen for a year.    But it seems that this year was lost by illness or some other cause.    Apparently he never mentioned his having attended the University of Giessen, otherwise his son would not have mentioned Leipsic only in DW. (xxvi., 44). But his friends also completely ignore Giessen, e. g., J. C. Schneider, in congratulating him on obtaining the doctor's degree (Ber. d.FDH.,N.F., x., 72).    Likewise Senckenberg, in his epistle of congratulation attached to the dissertation of the elder Goethe, speaks only casually of "Lipsias et alibi," although the receiving of the degree in Giessen and his own five years of study at that university (Kriegk, Senckenberg, p. 15) would have been occasion enough for him to make special mention of Giessen.    That Councillor Goethe studied in Leipsic for four years has been definitely established by the publication of Schneider's congratulations.    Whether on his journeys, in addition to Italy and France, he also visited Holland, as is usually stated, is very doubtful.    He had some intention of doing so, but as his son only mentions Italy and France this intention does not seem to have been carried out.    On his return from France his thirst for knowledge prompted him to stop in Strasburg and hear some lectures at the university.    He matriculated on the 25th of Jan., 1741, as Froitz-heim has shown (Strassb. Post, June 23, 1895).    This fact helps to explain why he chose Strasburg as the second university for Wolfgang.
10.    According to Heyden (Mitteilungen des Vereins f. Gesch. und Altertumsk. in Frankfurt a. M., i., 186) Goethe's father would have been excluded from the council by the fact that his step-brother, Herm. Jacob Goethe, had been a member of that body since the 8th of May, 1747.    For the imperial resolution of Nov. 22, 1725, fixed as a qualification of a candidate for election:  "that neither his father, son, brother, nephew, father-in-law, son-in-law, consocer, wife's brother, nor sister's husband be already in the council."    But there is a question, whether the authorities did not put a liberal interpretation on this stipulation and under certain circumstances admit a step-brother.    For many arbitrary interpretations of the law were customary in the free imperial city.    To be sure, this does not settle the question as to whether or not the son may have imputed a false motive to his father.    We may assume, however, that Goethe did not make his statements arbitrarily, but based them on what he was told in the family circle.    In any case they are instructive in that they throw light upon the opinion which the family held of Councillor Goethe and his marriage.
11.    There had always been a good many things in favour of the credibility of Bettina's stories told in the words of Goethe's mother, but the establishment of the fact that Goethe intended to insert them in DW.